IT firms up in arms against Western hurdles
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pants of harassment by fmmi-
grotion authorities in the US,
Europe Unign (EU) and Asia
on the rise, Indian IT firms
have decided to invoke World

NIT HCL, Muser f
Xansa, Aptech, Patni Comput-
ers and 51 hove approached
the ministry of external affnirs
(MEA} under the umbrella of
Federation of Indian Chas-
bers of Commerce and Tndus-
11y (Ficri) to take up their case
BEWID,

'Fieci has tnken the lead in -

thisafier it recetved complaints

ofharmsment of T profession-

s in varios ooumntries from S
12 i,

The: Inchian IT industry i
fncingarange of non-tarif bar-

" tiers from the Western world,

rest of [-flex CEO Senthil Ki-
miir in London under extradi-
ton .charges by Dutch
authorities as a growing trend
1o discourage Indian [T scotor,

“The trend of harassment
foliows the downmm in the

global T inchustry over the past
two years [n contrast, Indin's
IT industry bos grown by about
26 per ceot due to the advan-
tage of lower labour cost,” he
saidd ackling thot Indian T com-
{peinies were prepared to chal-
lmgc non-tariff barmiers to
memtain  their  competitive
edge.

Highlighting visa restric-
ﬁms,ﬁ:ﬂlmmmnmwdm
it & incrensingly d&'—
feultfior Indion [T pr
10 abiain visa for the US. The
number ol H1 visas has fallen
from 1,965,000 couple of years

back tea 65,000 n 202"

The US government has
b imposed restrictions on
the L1 visa,whichenables or-
ginigations to move workers
temporanly  from  another
country to the US, as long as

the transfer remaning within the
oy,

Fied hos also raised the is-
susofinconsistent visa policy in
Europe. “While some goun-
tries like Germany give a %)
days multiple entry visa, ather
Eurppean mations give i single
entry for avery limited period
only,” it maintams.




